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It’s Not Possible To Fool Mother Nature! 
In Honor of National Preparedness Month:   

How To Create A Home Inventory 
 
I have a HNW (high net worth) friend who lived through Katrina.  She got the evacuation call, packed a 
bag for two days and left the house with her daughter and husband, never to return.  Their home went 
completely under water when the levy broke.  They didn’t have a digital vault or even a physical binder.  
She spent an entire year trying to visualize everything that was on each wall and inside each closet and 
drawer.  All the pictures, baby videos, jewelry, clothing – every physical asset, every memory - lost in the 
hurricane.   
 
The last three years have redefined National Preparedness Month to be year round events:  More and 
more, natural disasters are occurring.  Katrina, Sandy, Arizona, Sun Valley and Yosemite Fires, tornados, 
floods, earthquakes...no one is immune.  Beyond that, everyone is aging and, with that naturally go 
asset transfers.  The more prepared for any of these, the less time and money will be spent trying to 
recover or move on. 
 
What is a Home Inventory? 
It’s a catalog of physical items for each location in which they reside.  They include places like:  
 

• Primary Residence 
•  Country Home 
•  Boat or Yacht 
•  Warehouse 
•  Safe Deposit Box  
• A moving van, in transit!  

 
and anywhere else you have your “things” stored.  

 
Why create one? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A home inventory is one of the essential pieces of a family puzzle.  It doesn’t matter if you have a small 
home or a huge estate with additional residences.  Everyone has “things” they feel are valuable.  
Everyone has something they want to pass on to others.  Everyone has sentimental items they want 
certain people or charities to have.  Unless it’s documented, it won’t happen.  Between $35 and $400 
BILLION dollars of assets get escheated (confiscated) by the US State government because people don’t 
know that their loved ones have assets – and if they do know it, they don’t know where they are. 
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Even more, how can anyone properly plan for you if they don’t know everything you have? 
 
How to begin to create a Home Inventory 
 
From the top, down.  From the big picture to the small details.  In a pre-determined, organized fashion.  
Doing this, you can even enlist your children to help!  It’s a great summer or vacation project! 
 
Use a phone camera.  Most everyone has them, these days.  Take pictures of the outside of your home – 
every side.  The yard, the garage, the cars, the boat, the fence, the patio, the furniture. 

 
 
Move indoors.  Take pictures of every room.  Every wall.  Include the bathrooms, the attic, the 
basement, the porch, the vestibule, the mud room.  Everything. 
 
Now that you have some pictures, key will be creating an inventory ID system that makes sense.    
An easy way to do that, is to give each photo an inventory ID number that is easily understood.  A 
combination of the Residence, the Location and the Item will help.   
 
The Residence  
 
For each place in which you have your belongings, you need to create an easy to remember acronym.  
This would include your Primary Residence, any Warehouses storing your belongings while you’re doing 
some moving, your Boat (if you live on it), for example, any Commercial Properties you own, even a safe 
deposit box in a bank!    
 
For the inventory ID, use the address number or the letters of the name of the place.  It could be 
whatever you will remember, but it will always be associated with that place which we will call a 
“Residence”.  If you live at 1065 Washtenaw Avenue, use “1065” as the Residence component. 
 
The Location 
 
Next, we’ll create a consistent set of names for where each item is located in that “place” or Residence.  
It could be that, in a house, it’s the typical rooms.  In an office, it could be the conference room, the 
work area, the storage closet.  On a boat, it’s on the deck.  In a warehouse, it could be in a storage area 
– even down to the specific shelf.   
 
Come up with a short, consistent set of abbreviations to be used across residences.  It’s not as easy, if 
it’s a warehouse and you have various types of storage areas, some with and some without shelves.  
Below are some examples: 
 
Kit     Attic 
DR     BR1,2,3 
LR    Bath1,2,3  
Off     MBR1,2 
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PR (Powder Room)   MBath1,2 
GR (Great Room)  WIC1 (walk-in Closet) 
Laun     Por (porch)  
Deck    PH (Pool House) 
Bkyd     Fyd      
SydL     Dock 
SydR    Gar      
Bsmt     Gaz (Gazebo) 
 
The Item 
 
Since we’re using the top-down approach, we start with overviews of each area.  But we do have a 
number of pictures for each area or room and we want to keep track of how many we have.  So let’s 
agree to name the “item” the picture number.  For example, if we take 4 pictures in the living room, let’s 
label each picture 1.4, 2.4, 3.4, 4.4.  So we have 1065LR1.4, 1065LR2.4, 1065LR3.4 and 1065LR4.4. 
 
Once we get the broad scope pictures set, we’ll drill down and either point out specifics, in the name, 
that we want to highlight and/or further inventory, or we’ll take additional pictures of specific items in 
the room. 
 

 
 
Combining the Residence, the Location and the number of pictures into your Inventory ID 
 
You certainly  don’t want to take inventory of every single item that you own or have in your Residences.    
Take pictures and put them on your computer, in folders for each residence, creating  subfolders for 
each floor and either additional folders for each room or create a naming convention that will allow you 
to know, just by looking at the name of the file, which room it is. 
 
Recall that all of those pictures are on your computer.  They’ll probably look like this, all labeled “IMG” 
with a number.  Not very descriptive! 
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Label the pictures and number them, based on the number of pictures in a room: 
 
1065Bkyd1.1 
1065Fyd1.1 
1065SydL1.1 
1065SydR1.1 
1065LR1.4 
1065LR2.4 
1065LR3.4 
1065LR4.4 
1065DR1.3 
1065DR2.3 
1065DR3.3 
 
Two Sample Naming Conventions for “Residences” and Locations : 
 
You can now organize your pictures by floor, or further separate picture levels by room, creating a 
second “tier”, depending on the volume of pictures and your own personal  preferences: 
 
By Residence, By Floor 
C:\1065 Washtenaw Avenue 
 \First Floor 
  1065LR1.4 
  1065LR2.4 
  1065LR3.4 
  1065LR4.4 
  1065DR1.3 
  1065DR2.3 
  1065DR3.3 
   
Or, be more specific and create subdirectories for each room on each floor: 
 
By Residence, By Floor, By Room 
C:\1065 Washtenaw Avenue 
 \First Floor 
  1065LivingRoom 
   1065LR1.4 
   1065LR2.4 
   1065LR3.4 
   1065LR4.4 
  1065DiningRoom 
   1065DR1.3 
   1065DR2.3 
   1065DR3.3 
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You can always narrow the scope by only taking photos of the rooms where you have items that you 
believe are important.  The above exercise, though, helps in major disasters.  It also helps you remember 
things you may have hidden! 
 
Zeroing in and Drilling for Detail 
 
Let’s, again, assume you’ve taken all of your pictures at 1065 Washtenaw Avenue.  As you name the 
pictures, you can note that you need to take additional pictures of things you’ve identified as important 
and even mention one or two items that are in the broad brush pictures: 
 
C:\1065 Washtenaw Avenue 
 \First Floor 
  1065LR2.4 includes Fazzino painting 
   
Or: 
C:\1065 Washtenaw Avenue 
 \First Floor 
  1065LivingRoom 
   1065LR2.4 includes Fazzino painting 
      
Now go back to each room and take those specific pictures.  As you name them, maintain the naming 
convention and replace the number with the name: 
  1065LivingRoom 
   1065LRFazzinoSubway  (now you’re taking photos of and labeling specific  
                                                   items) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   1065LRFazzinoSubway 
 
Exercise:  What do you think the below items are? 
 
1065DeckFurn 
1065PatioGrill 
1065LRPiano 
1065MBrTV 
1065DenTV 
1065BkydStatue 
 
Notice how easy it is to identify in item now that the Inventory ID schemas you’ve created clearly 
identify all three of the key components,  THE PLACE + THE LOCATION + THE ITEM = THE INVENTORY ID 
 
Is there anything else I need for my Home Inventory?   
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Of course!  But that was the most important part;  creating a consistent naming system within which 
you can work. 
 
Next, you additionally want to be able to consider the below items for each valuable inventory item: 
 
Field Name Description and/or Example 
AssetInvID You can create an ID number, as described in this document 
Item Description You can create a more detailed description 
Brand Name If you knows the brand or artist, that can be input here 
Item Location            Ex: 1st Floor bedroom, Living Room, Kitchen, Garage, Den 
Purchase Date The date the item was purchased, if known 
Value of Item Current Market Value of the item, if known 
Cost/Lease Cost of the item, if known or monthly lease, if leased 
Leased Check the box if this is a leased item 
Acquired from           From where or whom the item came, if known 
Gift to Note the person to whom this will be gifted 
Ownership (Residence?) Select the owner of this item  
Quantity If there are more than one of this item, input the quantity 
Serial Number           If this item has a serial number, input it here 
Model Number           If this item has a model number, input it here 
VIN This is to record the vehicle information number of a car 
Warranty Company If this item has a warrantee, input the company here 
Warranty Co Phone If this item has a warrantee, input the phone number here 
Warranty Type         If this item has a warrantee, input the type here 
Warr Exp Date If this item has a warrantee, input the expiration date here 

Insured           If this item is insured, input the firm where it is insured or other relevant 
information such as the amount it is insured for 

Item Condition          Input the condition of the item, such as Excellent, Fair, Poor 
Policy/Contract # If there is a policy or contract number for this item, input here 
Picture Attach a picture of the item and documentation about it 
Notes Input notes important to you.   

 
You’ll also want to have the original papers, valuations, receipts, service issues,  maintenance 
agreements, etc. regarding each  inventory item.   For collections, you’ll want to keep track of all of the 
restorations,valuations, etc. that were done to a given inventory item. 
 
Ideally, you want a program that can house all of your pictures and supporting documents.  You must be 
sure that the program is a) a robust database, b) can handle sets of residences, c) is safe and secure (not 
open on the Internet...otherwise, a thief could case your home without ever leaving their own!) and d) 
can be permissioned and shared with trusted advisors and family.  Below is an example of such a 
program, that  includes a log, for each residence, in which to attach the supporting documents and the 
resulting Asset/Inventory Catalog report, automatically generated: 
 
Screens provided from CBData® personal software: 



   The CBData® Home Inventory Primer 
 

             Copyright © 2012-2013, CareBinders, LLC.  All Rights Reserved.       Page 7 of 8 
              Reuse of any part of this article requires written permission from the author.                                            

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



   The CBData® Home Inventory Primer 
 

             Copyright © 2012-2013, CareBinders, LLC.  All Rights Reserved.       Page 8 of 8 
              Reuse of any part of this article requires written permission from the author.                                            

 

Now that my Home Inventory is done, what do I do with it? 
 

1. Combine it with the rest of your Life Inventory™ (all of your other important information, from 
your online accounts and passwords to the service providers to each of your homes or office(s).  
From the professional firms, managers and their phone numbers to the medical information 
across all the doctors you use.  From all the family, friends and colleague contact information to 
the pets you have.  From your critical documents and insurance policies to the pictures of your 
family, your homes and your pets...and everything in between.) Hopefully, it will all reside 
within one program, so you don’t “forget” any of the items! 

 
2.  Back up the Life Inventory™ (or, if you only have the home inventory, back it up) to at least 

three places;  give it to a trusted advisor, put it on an external drive or a flash drive and even 
back it up to a cloud based vault, if the data file that contains the home inventory is at least 256 
bit encrypted, password protected and uniquely ID’d to the computer on which it was created.  

 
     The solution should even  
     allow for your data to be  
     “sync’d” to your mobile  
     devices for quick access! 
 
 
 
 
  

3. Create a Reminder system so that you update the home inventory (and the Life Inventory™) 
when whichever of the following occurs first: 

a. You have a significant change to any of the items in either inventory 
b. You have a significant life event 
c. 6 months go by  

 
Anything Else I need? 
 
Yes.  An Evacuation Plan and an emergency GO-Kit.  For each home that you have, you need to have a 
plan as to what to do should you be faced with a natural disaster.  Hurricanes Katrina, Isaac, Sandy and 
most recently, the fire in Arizona, have taught us a lot.  New Jersey, as of the writing of this article, is still 
reeling from the results of Sandy.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can find more information about emergency preparedness at http://www.fema.gov/  
 

The takeaway lesson:  No one is immune to Mother Nature!   

http://www.fema.gov/

